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This lecture examines lamp-offering narratives
in medieval Chinese Buddhist literature through
a comparative study of the lamp-offering
liturgies in Dunhuang manuscripts and the
stone-lamp inscriptions from the Central Plains.
Both textual and material sources reveal the
integration of history, legend, and ritual in
shaping Buddhist devotional culture. Dunhuang
manuscripts emphasize the Jataka tradition
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HUAIYU CHEN
Professor of Buddhism and Chinese Religions, Arizona State
University

Huaiyu Chen has many publications on Chinese
Buddhism, Religions on the Silk Road, animals in
Chinese religions, and the history of modern Chinese
humanities. His recent publications include In the
Land of Tigers and Snakes: Living with Animals in
Medieval Chinese Religions (2023) and Animals and
Plants in Chinese Religions and Science (2023). His new
book Religious Encounters along the Silk Road will be
published by Bloomsbury in December 2025.
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