
DECEMBER 3, 2025  
4:00PM

Hybrid event (in-person/zoom)

Please sign up (http://eepurl.com/gb2yaD) to get 

zoom link

In-person Location: S225, Environment and Natural 

Resources 2 
1064 E. Lowell St. (Building number 137), Tucson

Suggested parking: Sixth Street Garage

cbs.arizona.edu

HISTORY, LEGEND, AND 
RITUAL: LAMP-OFFERING NAR-
RATIVES IN MEDIEVAL CHINESE 

BUDDHIST LITERATURE

Huaiyu Chen has many publications on Chinese 
Buddhism, Religions on the Silk Road, animals in 
Chinese religions, and the history of modern Chinese 
humanities. His recent publications include In the 
Land of Tigers and Snakes: Living with Animals in 
Medieval Chinese Religions (2023) and Animals and 
Plants in Chinese Religions and Science (2023). His new 
book Religious Encounters along the Silk Road will be 
published by Bloomsbury in December 2025. 

H U A I Y U  C H E N
Professor of Buddhism and Chinese Religions, Arizona State 
University

This lecture examines lamp-offering narratives 
in medieval Chinese Buddhist literature through 
a comparative study of the lamp-offering 
liturgies in Dunhuang manuscripts and the 
stone-lamp inscriptions from the Central Plains. 
Both textual and material sources reveal the 
integration of history, legend, and ritual in 
shaping Buddhist devotional culture. Dunhuang 
manuscripts emphasize the Jataka tradition 
on self-immolation and arm-burning as acts 
of lamp-offering, connecting these deeds to 
Dipamkara Buddha. In contrast, stone-lamp 
inscriptions focus on Shakyamuni Buddha 
and the “wish-fulfilling jewel,” reflecting the 
tradition of everlasting lamps. By tracing these 
dimensions, this study illuminates how lamp-
offering narratives and practices mediated local 
and imperial Buddhist identities.
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