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We are pleased to release the sixth issue of a monthly

Chinese Buddhist Canon Research Newsletter in August 2021. The purpose of
this newsletter is to present academic information about the research, collation,
collection, and digitalization of Chinese Buddhist canons and scriptures. The
opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the original authors and
publishers, and do not necessarily reflect those of the Center

for Buddhist Studies, the editors, the editorial board, or the organization to
which the authors are affiliated. If you have questions concerning these
opinions, please contact the original authors and their publishers.

This newsletter will be a professional information exchange platform for the
study of Chinese Buddhist canons. Its content will include the following:

» Publication information, including books, essays, reviews, dissertations,
etc.

o Conference information

« Scholar information introducing scholars’ achievements, exchange of
ideas, suggestions, and proposals

o Research projects, such as project proposals, project introductions, etc.

e Current canon collections in World Libraries and Museums

* New findings of the scholarship on the Chinese Buddhist canon and
related literature in public and private collections and auctions

Because of the different setups in your email clients, the fonts, images, and
layouts in this newsletter may look different. We suggest you click the link "View


https://mailchi.mp/1081a2ee3978/12-5286681

this email in your browser" on the top of this message to access the HTML
version. As we prepare this newsletter, our community is facing unprecedented
challenges. We are grateful that you have continued to support

our research Center during the pandemic. If you are willing to support the
Chinese Buddhist canon research or sponsor the publication of this newsletter,
please consider DONATING NOW.

To our friends near and far, we hope that you stay safe and healthy in 2021 and
that the Buddhist teachings and resources we share can bring some measure
of comfort. If you have any suggestions or would like to contribute information,
please email us at buddhist-studies@email.arizona.edu.

If you would like to receive monthly emails on this topic, please sign up for our
email list at http://eepurl.com/gb2yaD and select the group

"Chinese Buddhist Canon Research Newsletter." For those who have already
signed up for our email list, please update your preferences to include
"Chinese Buddhist Canon Research Newsletter."

Starting from issue 6, we add a new section to the Newsletter, "Research Notes
(zangjing jingyanlu E4&R4&RARER)," which aims to collect scholars' research notes
on Chinese Buddhist canon. From now on, we will welcome submissions of
research notes to our Newsletters. Scholars who are interested, please email
Dr. Zhouyuan Li at zhouyuan.li@dila.edu.tw.

For previous issues of Buddhist Canon Research Newsletter, please see: Link.
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2. Shi, Xian-chao FZEiB. "Fojiao de fazhan he fojiao dazan ji%ﬁ%{ﬂgﬁéﬁﬂﬁ
KHEAS" (The Development of Buddhism and the Tri iTakc%, e World of
Chinese Language and Literature B3 Kit8, no.5 (2020): 110-117.

3. Gong Yi 58#K. "Dongya fodian zhuanxing zhi chuantong yu xiandaixing —ping
Wu Jiang 6reg Wilkinson bianzhu Fabao chongg%uan . fojiao dazangjing zai
xiandai ongya de xg%in SRanfrREEERl 2 E Sl T ——aPREE, Greg
WilkinsonfwZ ((EEEICHFBARMASAEIRCRLANEE) " (" Tradition" and
“Modernity" in the transformation of Buddhist canons in East Asia——A Review
of Jiang Wu & Greg Wilkinson's Book: Reinventing the Tripitaka: Transformation
of the Buddhist Canon in Modern East Asia), Studies in World Religions tH5Z=%4
53, no.1 (2020): 180-181.

4. Yang, Xiaodong #5388, "Inscribing Scriptural Catalogs: Apropos of Two
Southern Sor_}g Pagodas and Related Buddhist Monuments in the Sichuan
Basin." Brill: T oung Pao, no.106: Issue 5-6 (2020): 602-660.

5. Tak-sum Wong, John S Y Lee, "Vernacularization in Medieval Chinese: A
uantitative study on classifiers, demonstratives, and copulae in the Chinese
uddhist Canon." Digital Scholarship in the Humanities, volume 34: Issue 1

(2019.04): 64-81.

6. Shi, Xian-chao FEES#R. "Dazangg‘ing de banben wenti AFEEHINRARIZE" (On the

Editions of the Chinese Tripitaka), Haichao yin {8#i&, no. 12 (2019): 2-5.

7. Nishiwaki, Tsuneki FafEaC. "Kinzo hdukyd to so no yakujo retsui £ (ZER/Y
&) & = oEEHIM" (The Baoyu Jing in the Jin Tripitaka and Its List of
Translators), Bunka-shigaku A2, no. 74 (2018): 49-76.

8. Kornicki, Peter F. "The Chinese Buddhist Canon and Other Buddhist Texts." In
Languages, Scripts, and Chinese Texts in East Asia, written by Peter F. Kornicki,
218-243, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2018.

9. Ochiai, Toshinori E&{2H. “Issaik%/c‘a denpa no kagi o ni}gir‘u kﬁér‘oku: kinsei_
shahon jyogen roku kara kangaeru —tIE2{RE O 5 &% ITHER (27T
&%) 1 oEZ 5" (The Premodern Manuscript of the Scriptural Catalogue of the
ZhenKuan Era: A Key to Understanding the Circulation and Spread of the
Buddhist Canon in Japan), Ryukoku University: Bulletin of Research Institute for
Buddhist Culture BEBKZF] ?ﬁs‘cwﬁﬁa’%ﬁﬁ,%a%, no.55 (2017): 211-235.
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IT Current Canon Collections in World

Libraries, Museums, and Temples

Song and Yuan Editions of Buddhist Canon Kept in
Bavarian State Library, Germany

The Bavarian State Library in Germany currently keeps 250,000 volumes of
Chinese books. About 30,000 volumes were printed before 1911. Among the
printed books, the most precious one is the Baogieyin tuoluonijing & E&ELPr4E
fE& (Dharant Satra, Informally called the "Leifengta Sutra") printed in 975 CE.

It was found in the Leifeng Pagoda ZElI&t% in Hangzhou in the early 20t
century. The library also keeps more than 20 volumes of rare books printed in
the Song and Yuan dynasties (960-1368) and more than 100 books printed in
the Ming dynasty (1368-1644). Among them are 12 fragmentary volumes of the
Chinese Buddhist canons, including Chongning Canon 52E8%, Zifu Canon &1f&
5%, Qisha Canon f&fbiE, Puning Canon EZ£5, and Zhaocheng Jin Canon 5

More articles on the collection:

Zhang, Xiping 5&F9Y. "Deguo bafaliya gongli tushuguan zhongguo
gujishanben shulu {EE BXFIe A B Z2EFE HEEZAIAELR " (A record on
Chinese Ancient Rare Books in Bavarian State Library, Germany), Guoji
hanxue BF5EZ2, Volume 1 (2003). Link

Xie, Hui i&E. “Deguo bafaliya zhouli tushuguan cang hanji shanben chutan &
B B F T E =R EEEZAVIR" (An initial exploration on the ancient
rare books kept in Bavarian State Library, Germany), Lantai shijie B=1H5R,
Volume 13 (2016). Link

III Auctions
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Beijing Rongbaozhai: Lotus Sutra Written on Indigo
Paper with Golden Powder of Ming Hongwu Era
(1368-1398) in Guangxiao Chan Temple, Fujian

Province

On June 19, 2021, the Rongbaozhai 32 E&7%% (Studio of Glorious Treasure of
Stationary, Calligraphy and Painting) auctioned seven volumes of Lotus Sutra
written on indigo paper with gold powder. These scriptures, kept in Guangxiao
Chan Temple J¢224835F in Fujian Province, were written in the Hongwu period
(1368-1398). They are believed to be the earliest, longest, most comprehensive
and most reliable Lotus Sutra written on indigo paper in gold powder.
Guangxiao Chan Temple, located in the Jian’ou $2ER area, was the site for the
ordination ceremonies for three provinces. Built during the Six Dynasties Period
(220-589), the temple has a history spanning more than 1400 years. Since
ancient times, monks from three provinces, including Fujian, Zhejiang and
Jiangxi, gathered at the Guangxiao Chan Temple to receive ordination. Thus
the temple is known as "the birth place of Buddhism in Fujian Province."

Each volume of this Lotus Sutra is 10 meters long in the format of sutra-
binding. The text is arranged with 6 columns per half page and 19 characters
per column. The frontispiece is painted with Shakyamuni who is lecturing.
There is a woodcut illustration of General Weituo Zf¥, who is believed to guard
the Buddha in the end of the volume. The colophons and the extant stone
inscriptions may verify the origin of these scriptures that have been well-
preserved for over 627 years. With the sale in June, they appeared for the first
time in the auction market in China.

An academic discussion was held at the Rongbaozhai Studio. Scholars of
religious studies, Ming history, and classical literature, as well as eminent



monks participated in the discussion of this Lotus Sutra. More

IV Research Notes

Hongwu Southern Canon 1iEFai& Kept in the Sichuan Provincial
Library

Darui Long

Hongwu Southern Canon is considered the treasure of the Sichuan Provincial
Library. The library keeps more than 6000 volumes which came from Shanggu
Temple in Chongging County =2E85%_Fh35, more than 75 kilometers west of
Chengdu. This rare edition of the Buddhist canon was handed over to the local
government in 1951 and then to the Sichuan Provincial Library, where it has
been kept in the rare-books section.

It is generally acknowledged that the project to engrave Hongwu Southern
Canon started in 1372 and was completed in 1401. It has approximately 1,600
titles, with 6,000 volumes. They are contained in 678 han EX| (cases). The
woodblocks were reportedly destroyed in a fire in 1408.

The colophon in the end of the first volume of the Da bore bo luo mi duo jing X
R REEZ 4 (Mahaprajiaparamitasitra) shows that it was recarved

from Qisha zang &V, (Qisha Canon). The surface of the last page in this
volume was damaged a bit but when one checks it with Qisha zang, one would
find that these 600 volumes in these two editions were identical.
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(The end of the first volume of the Qisha Canon.)

The colophon shows that 600 volumes of the Mahaprajfiaparamitasttra were
engraved at Miaoyan Monastery #0Eg3F, Wuxing REIFR 1332.



(Photo by Darui Long. Courtesy of the Sichuan Provincial Library)




(The last page of volume 1 of Hongwu Southern Canon, Sichuan Provincial
Library.)

It is damaged a bit. The name of Miaoyan Monastery is still partially visible.

(Volume 1, Mahaprajfiaparamitasutra)

This is Emperor Tang Taizong’s preface. Six lines in a page with seventeen
words.






(Photo by Darui Long, Courtesy of the Sichuan Provincial Library.)

There are not many colophons in Hongwu Southern Canon. The one volume
with a colophon was found in an auction in Beijing in 1996. When comparing
this photo with the catalog of the Sichuan Provincial Library, we realize that the
library does not have Avatamsaka Sdtra, which has 81 volumes. The only
extant volume is number 55. In other words, the library lacks Avatamsaka Sdtra
with 81 volumes. Its collection is a substitute printed in Jinzhou §8/| in the fifth
year of Emperor Xianfeng [&3£(1855). This question is unanswered.
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This photo is the one volume of Hongwu Southern Canon in the auction in
Beijing in 1996. See Huang Yansheng &3ft4E, Guji banben ti&hRZ. Beijing:
Zhongguo shuili shuidian chubanshe (2005): 87.

Comparing this photo with the one of Qisha Canon, we can see that it is
apparently printed from a recarved block of Qisha Canon.



Each leaf of this Hongwu Southern Canon is divided into five pages, each
containing six columns of seventeen characters. This is the general rule for a
number of editions of the Chinese Buddhist canon, such as Qisha Canon,
Yongle Southern Canon 7k £45g¥s%, etc. But in Hongwu Southern Canon, each
column of some scriptures was carved with nineteen characters. This is found
in the Dacheng baifa ming men lun shu xu X3ER;ABBPFS R



(Courtesy of Mr. Li Jining, National Library of China.)

Hongwu Southern Canon has a magnificently illustrated frontispiece of how
Xuanzang is translating the Buddhist sutra. And this frontispiece is the only
extant one in the world. Through the realistic printmaking art, the spirituality of
Xuanzang, the greatest Buddhist translator and master of Buddhism in ancient
China, with his perseverance and magnificence, appears on the paper, which is
a masterpiece of ancient Chinese woodcut art. The picture itself is of great
value for the history of Chinese woodcuts and book illustration, especially in the
Ming dynasty (1368-1644).






(Courtesy of the Sichuan Provincial Library, 1994.)

Notice there are many black dots on the top, which are probably holes made by
bookworms. The photo below shows that the paper has been repaired.

(Repaired Hongwu Southern Canon, Courtesy of Mr. Li Jining ZEBREZ,
National Library of China.)
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2. Dafang deng dayun jing. Hongwu nanzang edition. Each page has six columns of

seventeen characters. Collection of the Sichuan Provincial Library, Chengdu.

Generally, Hongwu Southern Canon has kept the original format of Qisha
Canon. It can be used to check the missing volumes in Qisha Canon with better
proofread copies printed in Miaoyan Monastery #b@&=F, particularly the 600
volumes of Mahaprajiaparamitasitra. As Hongwu Southern Canon was
proofread with Qisha Canon, the quality was much improved. In addition, it
was for the first time that the editors of Hongwu Southern Canon collected the
recorded words of Chan masters into the canon. These additions greatly
impacted the subsequent editions of the Chinese Buddhist canon. We can see
more works by Chinese Chan masters are incorporated.
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3. Huang, Yansheng &3it4. Guji shanben H5£27K. Beijing: Zhongguo shuili
shuidian chubanshe, 2005.

4. Li, Fuhua ZE=%E and He Mei {a#8. Hanwen dazangjing yanjiu &> XJra&HH
%R. Beijing: Zongjiao wenhua chubanshe, 2004.



5. Li, Jining, Z=FXEE. Fojing banben {##&hRZ. Nanjing: Jiangsu guji chubanshe,
2002.

—_—

6. LU, Cheng Ei&. Li Cheng foxue lunzhu xuanji Bi2{fHEmEIREE. Jinan:
Qilu shushe, 1996.

7. LU, Cheng BiE. Li Cheng ji BiE%E. Beijing: Zhongguo shehui kexue
chubanshe, 1995.

8. Qisha dazangjing F&f)AGEAR. Beijing: Xianzhuang shuju, 2005.

9. Sun, Zhongwang #&HHE. Qisha zang yanjiu lunwen xuanji  {FERVIER) AR
smSi2#E. Suzhou: Gu wuxuan chubanshe, 2016.

10. Zhongguo fojiao xiehui FER{FHZFHE. Zhongguo fojiao (2. Beijing:
Zhongguo shehui kexue chubanshe, 2004.
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